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No awards 
being given 
away here. 

Last week I 
discovered a 
“Two Month 
Notice 
to End 
Tenancy” 
form taped 
to my door. Having always been a stellar tenant, “eviction” 
has never been part of my experience. And notably, the 
word “eviction” was suspiciously absent from this form. 
Hmm, I thought. How can I be kicked out of my home when 
I haven’t done anything wrong? 





by cyann ray 





“Renoviction,” that’s how. This new word describes the 
displacing of good tenants 
from their homes so that 
renos can be done and the rent 
can be jacked up allowing 
unscrupulous landlords to 
prosper unfairly. 


Shortly after moving in here 
eight years ago I realized 

the owner was negligent and 
unprofessional. But I stayed 
and created a home for myself 
and my dog because it had 
been so difficult finding a 
place at all. Plus, I’d seen 
what was available to those 
in my position and it wasn’t 
very encouraging. Inadequate, 
substandard and uninviting. 
My place seemed different 
and the perks seriously 
outweighed the potential 
problems. Besides the mice, 
it hasn’t been a bad place to 
live. The location is ideal, 
and at $567/mth ($525 for the 
first 5 years!) it’s relatively 
reasonable. 
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Vancouver's 2nd annual Poverty Olympics a Smash Hit !!! 
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So why do I have to get out? Like many landlords, mine 
has discovered a loophole in the Residential Tenancy Act. 
This allows him to evict long-standing, responsible tenants 
under the guise of needing to upgrade the premises and then 
significantly increase the rent. 


My ‘get out’ notice claims the landlord has all the necessary 
permits required by law to renovate in a manner that 
requires the unit be vacant (R.T.A. s.49). Hence the term 
‘renoviction’ has been coined by some ingenious victim. 


For 8 years I’ve witnessed dozens of people moving in and 
out of the other six suites in the house. While some of the 
tenants have been young, unsavory types who trashed the 
place, failed to pay rent and were soon evicted, some were 
decent people trying, like myself, to make a home here. 
Unfortunately, the decent people don’t stay. 

Slumlord Millionaire continues on page 4 
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“BUILDING BRIDGES IN THE COMMUNITY“ 


Coordinator: Janine Bandcroft 
Distribution Coordinator: John Chomyn 
Deliveries: Nancy Raycroft 
Advisory Committee: Brian Mason, 
Colin Dower, Jennifer Hastie, Lisa Helps, 
Chris Cook, James Rowe, 

Kim Fagerlund, Larry Wartels. 


Founded in 2004, 
Victoria Street Newz welcomes 
written submissions including 

personal stories, interviews, 
event reviews, cartoons, poetry, 
photographs, or artwork, but we 
can't guarantee everything will 
be published. We reserve the 
right to edit, and will not print 
anything libelous, racist, sexist, 
or homophobic. Letters sent to 
the editor are assumed to be for 
publication, must include phone 
number or email (if possible, for 
confirmation) and may be edited 
for length. You can publish using a 
pseudonym, or anonymously. 


We are devoted to a triple bottom 
line philosophy - concerned about 
our environmental and social, as 
well as financial, well-being. 


You can contribute to social change 
by supporting the Victoria Street 
Newz team, by pondering the root 
causes of poverty, and by working 
for peaceful, non-violent change. 


Opinions expressed in this 
newzpaper are not necessarily 
those of Victoria Street Newz, the 
editors, advertisers, contributors, 
readers, or publishers. Please don't 
reprint without author's permission, 
and please credit the source. 
Victoria Street Newz is printed on 100% 
pc recycled paper with vegetable ink, at 
Horizon Publications - 
www.horizonpublications.ca, 
604-254-8840. 


Victoria Street Newz 
is amember of the 
North American 
Street Newspaper 
Association 
(nasna.org) 
and the 
International 
Network of 
Street Papers 
(street-papers.org.) 





Submissions (due by the 1st 
Friday for the next month’s issue), 
letters, or donations can be 
mailed or delivered to our 
mailbox at: 


1027 Pandora Ave 
Coast Salish Territory 
Victoria, B.C., V8V 3P6 


250-383-5144 ext 0137 
streetnewz@islandnet.com 


Street Newz archives, and more 
information about us, can be 
found are at 


relativenewz.ca 
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JUST ANOTHER RANT 


Apparently my mother, 
and Barack Hussein 
Obama’s mother, were 
pregnant at the very same 
time with, might I say it, 
two very special babies. 
I’m actually 47 days 
Barack’s elder, give or 
take - there’s still some 
question about the hour 
of his birth. Interestingly, 
we’re both currently 47 
years old, until this year’s 
birthday, and 2009 is, 
according to the Chinese 
calendar, our year. 


Wikipedia says the Ox 
possesses “an innate 
ability to achieve 

great things.” We’re 
dependable, calm, and 
modest (especially 
modest). We have logical 
minds, also tremendous 
imaginations and an appreciation for beauty. We’re intelligent, 
articulate, and eloquent, with kind, caring souls and lots of 
common sense. We can be strong-minded and stubborn, but we 
work patiently and methodically, with truthfulness and sincerity. 
Most of us are “highly intelligent individuals who don’t take 
kindly to being told what to do.” And we’re capable of enduring 
any amount of hardship without complaint. 


Wait a minute ..... enduring hardship without complaint? He’s 

a dark-skinned man, and I’m a woman. We should just shut up 
and take it? Not me, no thanks. After two decades of attempting 
to live my values, working for peace, social & economic justice, 
hoping others will embrace a gentle, sustainable lifestyle, with 
compassion and understanding for those less fortunate, my 
patience is challenged. And, I’ve found a voice. 


Barack and I share many qualities (modesty, primarily), and 
hopefully he’s also peed off about the greed and corruption and 
lies and bullcrap that are everywhere on this beautiful planet. 
Barack’s in a slightly more powerful position to enact and 
encourage real change .... in some ways. He has to consider his 
beautiful partner and two lovely girl-children, whereas my ‘old- 
maid’ status offers more freedom for risk-taking. Parents often 
lean towards more ‘conservative’ values, in a don’t rock the 
boat sort of way. There are exceptions, but it’s only logical that 
protecting a paycheque (and comfortable lifestyle) is of primary 
importance when there are mouths to feed aside from one’s own. 


OPINION 


I’ve learned that sanctioned tent cities work, are safe, are not the 
kind of magnets for crime and filth that politicians and police 
insist they are, and they are affordable. When they are allowed, 
crime is often reduced in that neighbourhood, and the campers 
have proven to be good neighbours who do much to change 
people’s stereotypes of homeless people. 


Homeless people should have more of a voice and a hand in 
creating and operating the programs that help them. Maybe 
we will create a network of people with spare rooms to put 
someone up for awhile. Maybe we’ll take on some of the 
bylaws prohibiting camping in RVs or having more than 4 
unrelated people in one house. Maybe it’ll be a new advocacy 
group. Maybe it’ll be a mobile home park, or co-op housing, 
whatever it takes to create dignified emergency supports for 
people quickly. We’re starting with the tent city idea because 
we have examples, and because there’s a large group of people 
working on this idea. (And it’s the cheapest). If it evolves into 
something different, it will be because the people in need of 
emergency housing have asked for something different. 


One member of our planning group was taken from the street 

to the Eric Martin (psychiatric centre) because she refused to 
go to a shelter. It has brought up a lot of things among those of 
us who consider this woman a friend. None of us feel that this 
kind of thing should be allowed to happen, but what can we do? 
Institutions like hospital, jail, shelters, etc, do not help people 
the way we would like them to. 


We need supportive communities. We need to involve the entire 
city in this discussion. We’re talking about ‘our’ city and ‘our’ 
government, and when decisions are being made that are going 
to effect the life, liberty and security of person of the most 
vulnerable in ‘our’ community, we should all have a say. 


My word of the month is dignity. How do we, as a community, 
as a society, provide DIGNIFIED emergency housing? Being 
drugged and hauled off to undergo forced treatment is not 
dignified. Being forced to go to a homeless shelter is not 
dignified. We need to create alternatives. 


The City has decided to appeal the BC Supreme Court decision 
[more info on pg 7] and in the meantime, give the police 
enforcement powers. They don’t want tents, they want real 





I want to believe 
in the ‘hope for 
change’ Obama 
promised. 
Ultimately, I 
believe there are 
a lot of good-hearted and well- 
meaning people in this world. 
The trouble is, they’re so often 
| either misinformed, or entirely 
uninformed. 





Last week I had a conversation 

|} with an American woman who’s 

| travelling with friends to New 

York City. She’s excited about 
showing her Canadian friends one 
of the most vibrant and diverse 
cities on the planet, even, she 

said, some previously ghettoized 
neighbourhoods - they’ve really 
cleaned them up and she’s no longer 
afraid to visit. That’s great, I replied 
... I just wonder what happened 

to all the people who lived in that 
ghetto before it was gentrified. Where did they go? As a good- 
hearted and well-meaning person would do, this woman stopped 
to think about that. Surely they’d have been relocated? I shook 
my head, no, probably not. The poor folk who can’t afford to 
live in the renovated neighbourhoods just get moved along. She 
looked at me in disbelief. And then what happens to them, she 
asked? I shrugged my shoulders. Many of them just die, I told 
her, it happens a lot. She didn’t want to believe this. Surely 
we’d hear about that, she said. Well no, I replied, they say about 
two or three homeless people die in Victoria each week, and we 
don’t hear about those, do we? 


There’s little doubt that the great American Ox will lead his 
flock in a dramatically different direction than the Dog that 
preceded him - I hope he’ll inspire some real systemic change. 
Let’s ditch the patriarchal “we know what’s best for you” crap, 
and exchange it for outside-the-box imaginative and creative 
problem solving, including the poor and homeless in finding 
their own solutions. And no more of the old tell-you-one-thing- 
then-do-another election promise nonsense. It seems obvious 
the greed and corruption based system is in need of replacement. 
Will my American Ox brother find the courage? Will he inspire 
any Canadian politicians to do the same? Only time will tell. 


photo: New Year celebrations in Victoria’s Chinatown. 
Correction from last month: I referred to 2.5 billion people; in 
fact the planet is supporting over 6.5 billion. Is that enough? 


Be Not Afraid of the Unassuming Tent by Chris Johnson 


housing, as do most. They are so adamant that we don’t have 
tents for emergency shelter that they’ ve spent hundreds of 
thousands of tax dollars to appeal a human rights victory, 
hundreds of thousands more to enforce an illegal bylaw, and 
continue to ticket, arrest and seize the belongings of homeless 
people every day. 


Obviously, they’ve all had some kind of traumatic incident 
involving tents in their past. They see horrible things happening 
when they see tents. Imagine, such a small, simple structure 
striking such fear into people. 


Dean Fortin has declared he wants to end homelessness, not 
manage it. Let’s dissect that a bit, starting with this proposition 
that we can ‘End Homelessness.’ The only way Homelessness 
can end is by calling it something else. Take all the poor people 
who can’t afford rent or can’t find a room to rent and put them 
in jail, the hospital, a homeless shelter, or a subsidized social 
housing unit. Now there is no homelessness. Just brutal poverty. 


When I say that I think that the council appears to want to see 
us dead, it’s only because they have not worked hard enough to 
convince me otherwise. I mean no slander or libel. 


I’m being evicted, I have no [paid] job, no money, no 
government cheque, no credit and no one who can support me 
until I get back on my feet. PI sleep in a tent if I have to, I 
have in the past, but I’d prefer something more solid. I want 
to live simply and cheaply and not use too many resources. I 
want to utilize some unused space, and work on my health and 
well-being before I throw myself back into the workforce. I 
can’t work on my health and well-being at a shelter. That makes 
it worse. A tent will be fine, and preferably not alone. Fd like 
to not have to carry my belongings around all day as I go to 
meetings, appointments and odd jobs. 


No level of government has anything to give me right now, 
which means I have myself and my community to help me find 
shelter. What do any of us on the street or facing eviction do 
until affordable housing appears’? 


Chris blogs at bullsheet.wordpress.com, and he’s created a 
comprehensive database at tentcity.wikidot.com. If you want to 
contact him, and/or get involved with TASC, the Temporary 
Autonomous Shelter Committee, send email to forestaction@ yahoo.ca. 
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Investments We Would Like to See 


1. New clean energy mega projects combined with clean distributed local 
energy and smart delivery infrastructure....roads do not qualify. 

. Restoring local food production and safety 

. Stimulating organic farming 

. Value added forestry products for local use 

. Community forestry and selective logging practices 

. Import tariff protection for local industries 

. Efficient clean transportation infrastructure such as light rapid transit and 
high speed rail - Discussion of technologies like maglev 

8. Stimulate our own aeronautical industry instead of outsourcing to the rest 
of the world 

9. Ditto for shipping - e.g. ferries 

10. Stimulate community building and local services 


NUH MB WW 


Protectionism has been blamed for the slow recovery from the great 
depression without any justifiable reason. By the time protectionism was 
implemented the economy was already beyond help. The problem was no 
credit and no one was spending a dime on anything except bare necessities. 


Creating local jobs in Canada is the best way to get people spending. We 
are in a situation where the supply-demand process of capitalism has broken 
down. It is not that we don’t have supply and demand. There is lots of 
demand and lots of supply. The problem is that there is no money to buy 
and those who have money are waiting for signs there will be more money 
and better prices tomorrow. 


Now is the time to implement economic changes that will restore and 
protect the environment and provide us with a Canadian life style solution. 


Sue Hiscocks - Victoria BC, and Jim Wight - Saanich BC 


A Bit of a Rant 


I’m going to go on a bit of a rant here, so close your ears. I’m not going 

to the foodbank ever again. When I have to stand in line for over an hour 
putting up with the stench of bad alcohol wafting from people’s lungs, that 
is almost enough to make me toss my cookies. If I had any cookies to eat. 







I finally got to the front of the line. The man before me was a single man. 
He walked out loaded down with all sorts of tinned goods and meat and 
other stuff you can eat. I got 4 small bags for the three of us. The contents: 








Bag 1) Potatoe chips. Gummy Bears. 

Bag 2) 4 stale donuts. A bag of popping popcorn. 

Bag 3) A box of cereal that had been run over by a truck, 
Bag 4) a big tin of gravey, and 6, count ‘em 6 weeners. 


The only thing that I got that is edible is the 4 loaves of bread that I got 
from the shelves. The guy who was filling bags put stuff back when he 
overheard I was from McNeill. I had borrowed $20 for gas so that I could 
get there. That money would have been better spent at the local food store. 












Anonymous 





Street Newz Fan Mail !! 


Hello Victoria Street Newz team, 


I have been meaning to write to you for weeks & weeks. No time to compose 
a proper letter to the editor, but really wanted to express my admiration for the 
December issue. I almost didn’t even take it from the smiley fellow because 
with everything else on the agenda I feared I’d end up recycling the paper 
without having found the time to read it, despite the big guilt pangs associated 
with that action. I am soooo glad I not only found the time to read it, but 
devoured every article with increasing admiration for the quality of the writing 
and relevance of just about every item! I have not been able to recycle it - am 
keeping it to pass on to someone. 


Congratulations and thank you to all who contributed. Gordon Pollard - so 
articulate and true! Kristen Woodruff - very clear, well written analysis. 
Stephanie McDowall - absolutely! I would like to co-sign your excellent letter. 
W. Robert Arnold - thank you, I shared your thoughts with my husband and 
began (continued) implementing your advice this holiday season. Mel Hurtig - 
thank you, what you say bears repeating, so thank you! Tavis Dodds - I suppose 
we shouldn’t be surprised the police force seems to attract such brutes?? Larry 
Wilkinson - moving piece, thank you! Brian Mason - excellent, very well 

put, too bad you’re right! Pete Rockwell - thanks. David Johnston - you are 

a courageous man and my prayers are with you daily because the world needs 
more people like you. 


Janine Bandcroft, who I assume wrote “there is a war” - you’re right!! I have 
to tell you that I thought of your article while listening to President Obama’s 
inaugural speech. When he used that - or a very similar phrase - I thought for 
a second that he was about to refer to the war on poverty ... even though it 
was quite a different “war” he was referring to in his speech, I don’t mean this 
to be a cynical comment at all. I think we have to celebrate where we can, so 
I for one was rejoicing at the mass of hopeful humanity that braved the cold to 
turn out in the millions, just to express their solidarity with the new American 
president this week. 


Maybe I’m just projecting, but I think there are a lot of thinking people out 


there who would agree with me if they had the time to read Street Newz and 
then actually carve out a moment to sit down & write you some feedback. 


A lot of these articles deserve broader circulation. Congrats to the editor(s) and 
keep up the heroic work all of you. 


Best regards, 
Monika 





issue as your paper 
gives a view that is not 
found anywhere else. 
At 83 years old, with 
several health problems, 
my reading is confined to 
‘selected stuff.’ I wish 
you well, and hope you 
continue to give Victoria 
the truth about the many 





Investments We Can See! 


The Co-operators Foundation is pleased to direct funding to the Bread and 
Roses Collective through the Community Economic Development (CED) Fund. 


Your approach to provide an income opportunity and a voice in the community 
through Street Newz is impressive. It is evident that the Bread and Roses 


Collective is successfully addressing poverty issues and advancing educational 
opportunities for the socially and economically marginalized in Victoria. 


Wishing you continued success with this 
project. 


ote the co-operators 


h Rete Here hr Vinge 


Barbara Turley-McIntyre, Ontario 





I Thinking Outside the Shipping Container 
have I recently saw an item about the problem of shipping 
not missed 





- containers piling up in west coast U.S. ports. If 

- Vancouver has the same problem, perhaps they could be 
- set up as cheap “temporary” housing. (What happens 

- is that after 20 years, they are normal. Levittown 

- was a famous horror of post-war uniformity in tract 

- housing, but after decades renovations and trees, it is 
indistinguishable from other neighborhoods now.) 





reading a single 











` I also read that in some cities in India, poor people live 
. throughout the area, rather than in ghettoes. I have 

- an impression of rich folks getting to know their local 

. beggars, and interacting with them in various ways, 

- including through their own servants. It might be good 
- to disperse campers as much as possible, to make “The 








problems that need 






solutions. 7 l ; 
< Problem” look small, local, friendly and manageable. If ; 
George, - the campers are trusted, they can increase security and 
Victoria 






: provide convenient services. 
: Bob Stuart, Saskatchewan 
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Healthy Vegetarian food Sundays 


3:30 pm at the Pandora Sequoia 


We Want Innovative Economic Solutions! 


The new budget will not solve our problems unless we understand and solve 
the ecological problems that underlie the economy. 


Nevertheless, there is one area where we can reduce the proposed deficit 

without costing a cent. That $26.5 billion “services on the debt” could be 
eliminated by simply borrowing the money from the Bank of Canada at a 
guaranteed 0% interest. 


Responsible government would not saddle our children with a debt that 
they don’t deserve, or provide bailouts to some of the same people who are 
responsible for the economic meltdown. 


Jim Erkiletian, Nanaimo BC 
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Slumlord Millionaire continued from cover ...... 


They get fed up with the mice and the level of neglect 
to the property. As these six units have emptied, repairs 
and renos have taken place. New appliances, toilets, 
and water heaters have been installed. Sheets of drywall 
have also been brought in, so you’d think the other 
suites are now all in ship-shape. Wrong! 


I’ve spoken with some of the neighbours living in their 
“newly reno-ed” units and have been told that the mice, 
mold and mildew still exist. P’ ve heard that insulation is 
inadequate and some tenants froze over the cold spell. 
And most consistently, I’ve heard that any complaints 
or concerns take forever to be addressed. 


It seems the newly proposed renos are either 
unnecessary or second-rate and are really just an 
excuse to evict good people and double the rent. Yes... 
double! There is no ceiling on how much a landlord can 
charge new, unsuspecting tenants. There is, however, 

a law limiting the amount a landlord can raise the rent 
annually on existing tenants. Currently, that’s 4%. 


It’s reasonable to increase rent when substantial 
improvements have been made, but who defines these 
improvements? Surely some standards of upgrades must 
exist. My unit, for example, could use new flooring, a 
little paint and plaster on the shower walls and a couple 
of small holes patched up under the sinks to help keep 
the mice at bay. Does that warrant my rent going from 
$567 to $875/mth? Keep in mind that no matter how 
glorious they make my suite, it would remain less than 
300 sq.ft. 


The owner of this place is rich. He lives in an mansion 
and owns dozens of properties in the CRD alone. 
During this past week I’ve met some tenants from 

his other buildings who have also been renovicted or 


LOCAL NEWZ 


Excerpts from David’s 
Correspondence with 
the City ... 


... I believe we can come up 
with an amiable solution that 
would justify ceasing the 
appeal ... I would not assert 
myself towards a tent-city if 
the City could leave in place 
the ruling as it stands (maybe 
making a list of places that 
cannot be used). In this way, 


the thing would peacefully evolve, one way or the other. Put in a rule that says no more than 4 tents. Patrol. 
Observe. Those practicing criminal behaviour will remain easily recognizable from those good people just 


putting their efforts to survival. 


It is simple enough. The trust implied would be healthy and enlightening on both sides. Industry need not be 
overtly affected and the population would have a moment where they loved their government for being wise 


enough to accept and face the hard times. 


I ask, for a moment, not to be thought of as an adversary. There is a huge problem, we are feeling the 
indications of the global condition. There is an opportunity to do a right thing that maybe has never been 
done before and understandably there is apprehension. Patience be with us. Let us love truth and be 


professional. 





otherwise shafted by his slumlordness. It’s not just me A theft from one is El theft from a | | 


and it’s certainly not just this particular landlord. Recall 
the cover story in Nov ’08 Victoria Street Newz “If 
Landlords Renovate, Must You Vacate?” Some media 
have been covering similar stories in Vancouver. 


Considering how homelessness is already such a 
problem, slumlord activities aught to be monitored so 
that those effected are not moving out onto the streets. 

I suggest this renoviction practise is a preventable, 
contributing factor to homelessness. Decent people 

lose their homes. They struggle to relocate, perhaps 
unsuccessfully...and then what? Or they find another 
place but face the same problems. Despair and 
despondency can take over. Hope is lost and mindsets 
change. Justice becomes arbitrary. The line between 
right and wrong becomes blurred. Community and 
comfort may soon be found in alcohol or drugs. And 
once the substance abuse takes hold, lives are ruined. 
Where once a law-biding, rent-paying, lucid thinking 
individual stood, there is an angry victim full of despair 
and lacking the funds or motivation to move onwards. 
Meanwhile, the fat cat property owners continue to line 
their pockets never being held accountable for their part 
in creating this affordable housing disaster. 


Thanks to my family, I will not be following that path 
and becoming another statistic on the streets. Many 
folks aren’t as lucky. 


In early February I joined a group of well-informed 
rebel-rousers en route to meet with the Mayor. We 
gathered outside City Hall and shared horror stories 
regarding our common foe: the landlord. Our ten 
minutes with Mayor Dean Fortin revealed no insight. 
We were, however, assured he’d take a look at the 
Residential Tenancy Act. 


Afterwords, we headed upstairs en masse to check 

if work permits had been issued. Despite numerous 
renos/repairs being done in my building during these 
past few years, no work permits have been issued since 
October ‘02. 


I have since been offered a ‘deal’ by my property 
manager. I still have to pack up and move out, but I 
can move back into my suite after the work is done for 
only $750/mth!! Some deal. On top of the expense of 
moving and storing all my stuff, I get to return home 
and begin paying a 32% rent increase. 


The bottom line here is this: Poor folks with dogs can 
either live in this dump with a particular slumlord and 
exorbitant rent or that dump with a different slumlord 
and equally unreasonable rent. What do Ido? Well, like 
they say, better the devil you know.... 


So if I want to move back into my suite I guess I’m 
going on the “renoviction diet.” Once I begin forking 
over 75% of my disability pension to Mister Slumlord I 
won’t have much $$$ left for food. 


by C'daoim 


University courses really expose a person to so 
many different types of information and it is 

not always the professors or books that offer a 
these unique observations. For the most part my 
classmates are at least half my age (does it ever 
sound different using the term class without social 
implications) and at times I’m not so sure that we 
really have that much in common. Then a week 
such as the one that just passed unfolds and I 
learn more from this Political-Science class, my 
classmates and politicians then I would have ever 
expected to learn over a couple of days. 


For Poli-sci we have to write a paper on a public 
meeting, any public meeting, and in my case 

I chose to go to the Esquimalt Municipal hall 
meeting, a first for me. I experienced something I 
never imagined possible and it was dealing with 
the homeless situation in our fair city. I’m never 
going to use the term homeless again because the 
fact is we are discussing poverty which is the cause 
of homelessness; this I learned from some of my 
classmates. 


From the Municipal meeting I learned that those 
living in poverty should be punished and denied 
any respect for being a Canadian Citizen who 
hasn’t oppressed enough people in order to qualify 
as a not being poor. Remember our society is 

built upon the premise of individuals having more 
material wealth than another person and there is 
only so much room at the top. So in order to feel 
good about ourselves some of us have supported 
the idea of a bottom rung of society and then blame 
those standing there for their situation. We put 
rules in place, commonly referred to as laws, that 
describe how you can legally oppress one another 
and what is an illegal way to oppress someone; ah, 
the life of the civilized. 


Now it’s not as though I didn’t already suspect/ 
know these things but it was the confirmation I 
received from some of my classmates (half my 
age), politicians, and homeowners. The Municipal 
Hall meeting was going the way it assumes it is 
supposed to I guess (there will be more about 
Municipalities in other columns) when the time 
arrived for vocalizing local concerns. This is a 
really mind expanding experience because I get 
exposed to a lot of different concerns; my parallax 
view has expanded. Yet it is this one concern 

that brings me back to “class” as being a social 
prejudice and it not being the women and men 
“class’mates in Poli-Sci. The concern expressed 
went something similar to this: “Does Esquimalt 


have a by-law to stop homeless people from 
moving here?” 


Legitimate to some citizens certainly, shocking 

to others (but no one there except myself and one 
other) but not as bewildering as the response. 
“Victoria is going to put water sprinklers in these 
places to stop them from using public places.” 

So why all the court battles if they have found 

a way around this, what is the purpose of such 
actions? Is it that if the city wins a court battle 
they have defined legal oppression and as it stands 
they cannot oppress Canadians? It certainly is not 
helping those that we chose to build the bottom 
rung on the social ladder for. 


Oddly a few days later sitting outside of my Poli- 
Sci class with other students a conversation takes 
place regarding the headline in another local paper 
(MSM) regarding a new by-law created to stop 
those living in poverty from protecting themselves 
from the elements. For some reason, probably 

a respect of life (to some idealist) I find myself 
engaged in this conversation and I hear some 
young people expressing disgust. This conversation 
gets very deep for those involved and students are 
wondering how we can allow this to happen. One 
classmate expresses the idea that we don’t admit 
that old women suffer out there with nowhere 

to go because if we admit it, we would have to 
take responsibility for it. Another student makes 
the observation that they understand other cities 
are dealing with social problems in ways that are 
working. The idea this classmate was sharing didn’t 
include sprinklers but rather human ability at its 
best, which understands a problem and then and 
only then adjusting to it so that there is satisfaction 
for all citizens in the ladder structure of society we 
support. 


If I didn’t suffer from such a powerful social 
anxiety disorder I could have heard the voice of our 
youth much earlier. It is a wonderful experience to 
realize that some of the next generation recognizes 
the need for change. 


University courses really 
expose a person to a 

lot of different types of 
information but it is the 
youth of today who inspire 
the heart. 


Become Informed ... 
Society Needs You 
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Why do we do anything rather than nothing at all? What is the effect of 


doing one thing instead of another? 
A Great Many eee society 
Things Keep 

Happening 


— especially one weighed down by 
the values of a bourgeois ideology 
by Brian Mason 


— make any difference? These are 
crucial questions for social activists. 


A key point in Marxist history is 
that “every human action is always 
immediately absorbed into an 
‘already existing web of human 
relationships, with its innumerable, conflicting wills and intentions’: 
although each individual may be, as Sartre put it, the author of his self, 
none is the author of a historical outcome” (Elif Batuman, London 
Review of Books, 20 November 2008). It is as though we can only 
conduct our lives within the enervating mist of large numbers. A less 
distressing view, captured in anthropologist Margaret Mead’s oft quoted 
mantra, stands opposed: “A small group of thoughtful people could 
change the world. Indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.” 


Within this dialectical tug of war — that, on the one hand, individual 
actions become gently dispersed throughout a large sea of humanity and, 
on the other, that passionately committed people can move mountains 

— the theoretical debate unfolds. In a replay of the old sociological 
argument whether societies tend towards cohesion and consensus (and 
thereby resist change) or towards conflict (by institutionalizing ways 

of bringing about social change), the crucible becomes how conflict is 
viewed and managed, whether a society becomes stagnant or flexible. Is 
conflict, in other words, seen as functional or dysfunctional? Or, more 
fundamentally, what is the individual’s relationship to society and vice 
versa? 


Humankind’s inclination towards religion, which predates even its 
coming together in agricultural civilizations, is testament to a self- 
conscious awareness of the limitations of human actions. But it has been 
the violent power of political conquest that has shaped religion, not the 
other way around. Worship and dogma become part of the justifying 
ideology of the rulers, serving at once both as cleanser and justification 
for state actions. 


In a world-embracing plot worthy of a Kafka novel, we witness nation 
states enter into accords with one another to combat crises like climate 
change only to carry on thereafter essentially as they had always been 
doing. Solemn pacts concluded amid much fanfare and publicity 
evidently anoint the steadfast changing of very little. It seems there is an 
overarching force of inertia in the lives of nations and individuals alike 
by which they tend towards a chosen path. 


Is the secret of making personal change and taking individual actions 
analogous to changing the behaviour of nations and their governments’? 
In the realm of personal change, awareness of one’s “issues” is generally 
regarded as the first step in a transformational journey. But even this 
tentative, amorphous beginning doesn’t seem to apply at political levels 


where unavailing human efforts — and much denial — predominate. 


Altering the behaviour of nations — in the sense of their making radical 
structural or policy change — is at once as easy and much more difficult 
than making change at the personal level. Entrenched, strongly defended 
bourgeois values underlie our culture in the same way as the nuclear 
family’s values imbue the individual with her or his world view. In the 
case of nations, however, the ideological apparatus of the state is a more 
enduring enforcer of status quo than family dynamics could ever be. 
What, then, of individual human actions? Do you attend the protest or 
settle back on your couch to watch the Super Bowl? Or do you run for 
elected office? 


Social change - as with personal change - is a whipsaw, cracking at the 
ends with all the unforeseen sparks of effort. Things never go according 
to plan within a complex milieu. In bourgeois society, the space and time 
afforded individuals to maneuver are tightly constrained — and policed 
in a menacing manner. Individual actions outside the boundaries of this 
cage are demeaned — with the individuals involved often marginalized 
and removed. Just ask homeless activists in Victoria. 


The convergence of events necessary to effect social change, many of 
them serendipitous, cannot be neatly explained by any single social 
theory. Swift, catastrophic social change, which may appear spontaneous, 
has inevitably been slowly percolating among all classes of society, with 
plentiful clues (seen especially in hindsight) presaging the “sudden” big 
event. Witness the fall of the Berlin Wall and the current plight of market 
capitalism. 


To the opening conundrum — why do anything rather than nothing? — 
can now be added several related questions: Who has the power to effect 
change? To what end? By what means? And why? There are no big 
answers to these big questions, only particular approaches to particular 
issues at particular times. For each one of us, the answers lie in how we 
choose to grace our lives with meaning, with how we grant immediacy 
to our personal existence. We can only live now and here. Individual 
action is not a strategy of historical positioning because we don’t live in 
the grand sweep of historical events. Motivation and means are the only 
variables at our disposal, and the consequences for history are not for us 
to determine. It moves on, we don’t, the narrative added much later, by 
others. 


Submitted by Brian Mason, who lives in James Bay. 
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Tania Khadder (L), 29, and John Henion, 32, both unemployed online journalists, 
hold signs announcing a new blog called “unemploymentality.com” along Market 
Street in San Francisco, California. Both have been laid off from their media jobs 
and are starting the blog to document the current economic situation from their 
point of view, and others in similar situations. 

REUTERS/Robert Galbraith (UNITED STATES) 


“When is Panhandling Illegal?” 


by Jeffrey Zilkowsky 


In 2004, the British Columbia Legislature 
enacted the Safe Streets Act (SSA). The 
legislation was intended to prohibit the 
following two forms for panhandling: 
aggressive solicitation and captive 
audience solicitation. 


1) Aggressive Solicitation: This form 
of solicitation occurs when a reasonable 
person is concerned for his/her safety or 
security. The monetary penalty for this 
offence is $115. Examples of this form 
are: 


1) Soliciting a person while blocking his/ 
her passage; 

11) Following someone during a 
solicitation; 

111) Making rude comments or gestures 
after someone refuses to respond to the 
solicitation; and 

iv) Making physical or verbal threats 
during the solicitation. 


2) Captive Audience Solicitation: This 
form of solicitation occurs when someone 
is approached by a panhandler while he/ 
she is in a captive audience situation. The 
monetary penalty of this offence is $86. 
Examples of this form are: 


1) Soliciting a person while he/she is 
waiting at a bus stop or taxi stand; 

11) Soliciting a person while he/she is 
riding on a bus; 

111) Soliciting a person while he/she is 
waiting to use, using or departing from a 
bank machine; and 

iv) Soliciting a person while he/she is 
sitting inside a parked vehicle, such as 
“squeegeeing.’ 


Regarding distance, no offence occurs if 
the person soliciting is more than 5 meters 
away from the bank machine, bus stop, 

or other captive audience location. As 

an additional note, “squeegeeing’ is also 
prohibited under the BC Motor Vehicle 
Act and is punishable with a fine of $109. 


Some interest groups are concerned 
that the SSA may have negative effects. 
For instance, the BC Civil Liberties 
Association expressed concerns in 2004 
that the SSA would be applied in an 
inappropriate manner, would unfairly 





target vulnerable groups, and would 
criminalize poverty and homelessness. 
As aresult, the BCCLA expressed an 
intention to challenge the legislation. 
Be that is it may, any challenges to the 
legislation may not be successful as 
similar laws have already been found 
valid. 


In 2007, Ontario’s Safe Streets Act, which 
is virtually identical to BC’s SSA, was 
held to be valid by the Ontario Court of 
Appeal’s decision in R. v. Banks. Also, in 
the 2002 B.C. Supreme Court decision of 
Federated Anti-Poverty Groups of B.C. v. 
Vancouver (City), a bylaw that prohibits 
particular forms of panhandling and is 
similar in substance to the SSA was held 
to be valid. 


In both cases, it was argued that 

the laws infringed various Charter 
rights. However, such arguments were 
unsuccessful. For example, in the B.C. 
case, it was argued that the bylaw violates 
the freedom of expression. While the 
Court held that panhandling is a form 

of expression used by those in poverty, 
panhandling that is aggressive or takes 
place in a captive audience situation does 
not fall within that freedom. 


In any event, it behooves British 
Columbians to assist those living in 
poverty. Eventually, if we are fortunate, 
no one will need to panhandle to acquire 
the necessities of life. 


Jeffrey Zilkowsky is a 3rd year student at the 
University of Victoria. He’s originally from 
Kelowna, plans a move to Vancouver in May, 
and is primarily interested in criminal law. 


PBSC-UVic is a student organization that is 
not able to give legal advice. This article is 
intended as legal information only. Should 
you have a specific legal problem, it is 
advisable to consult a lawyer. Special thanks 
to Irene Faulkner of Underhill, Faulkner, 
Boies-Parker for her assistance. For more 
information on our organization, please visit: 
www.pbsc-uvic.ca. 


The UVic Chapter of Pro Bono Students 
Canada (PBSC) wants to help answer some of 
your questions about the law. If you’d like to 
suggest a topic, please drop ideas off at Street 
Newz’s mailbox at 1027 Pandora Ave. or 
email us at pbsc.articles@ gmail.com. 
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Food Resources 


9-10 CLUB (ST. ANDREW’S SOUP KITCHEN) 
740 View St. Victoria, B.C. V8W 1J8 ph: 250-884-4459 8:00 - 10am Monday to Friday 
Church-run club providing daily meals on a drop-in basis. 


ANAWIM COMPANION SOCIETY 

973 Caledonia Street Victoria B.C. V8T 1E7 phone: 250-382-0283 
Mon, Tues, Thurs 10am-5pm, Weds, Fri 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-4pm 
Laundry, showers, meals, clothing, limited housing spaces. 


GOLDSTREAM FOOD BANK 

761 Station Rd (Legion Basement), Langford, B.C. phone: 250-474-4443 
3rd Tuesday, monthly at the basement of the Royal Canadian Legion. 
Serving the Western Communities from View Royal to Metchosin 


FOOD NOT BOMBS 

A collectively run food kitchen. Ph: 250-383-5144, ext 1940 
http://users.resist.ca/~fnb-victoria. A collectively run food kitchen. 

Free vegetarian serving Sundays, 3 pm - Harris Green (Pandora & Vancouver) 
Bring plastic containers for bowls, bags 4 produce. 


FRUIT AND VEGGIE BOX 

901 Kings Road, Victoria, B.C.,V8T 1W5 Phone: 250-388-7696 

Good Food Box Program - order $5, $10, or $15 box of fresh fruit and vegetables at 
the beginning of the month and receive it in the middle of the month. Purchased in 
bulk. Order and pick up boxes @ BCC 


JAMES BAY COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

140 Oswego Street, Victoria, B.C.V8V 2B1 phone: 250-389-1470 

Seniors Dinners on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 5 PM - $5.75 

Community Dinners Weds, approx. every other month., usually $4 & $2 -12 & under. 
Tickets must be purchased at the centre in advance 


Community school cafe open Mon - Fri 11:45 am -12:30 pm. $3.25 & child 2.75. 


JAMES BAY COMMUNITY PROJECT 
547 Michigan Street, Victoria BC. V8V 1S5 (250) 250-388-7844, email: askus@jbcp. 
bc.ca Hours Monday to Friday 8:00am-4:00pm 


MEALS ON WHEELS 

For residents of Greater Victoria who, because of age, disability or illness, are unable 
to prepare an adequate meal for themselves, have inadequate cooking facilities, 
have no one to prepare meals, or have health and social needs. Referrals from 
doctors, health & Social Services agencies, concerned friends, family, or personal 
requests. Current cost of meals- $6.75. In addition to nutritional benefits, some social 
interaction. 479-6900 


MUSTARD SEED STREET CHURCH www.mustardseed.ca 
625 Queens Avenue, Victoria, B.C., V8T 1L9 Phone: 250-953-1575 

Service for families: Monday, Wednesday, & Friday 9 AM - 2 PM 

Service for couples and singles: Thursday 9 AM - 2 PM 


OUR PLACE (formerly the Open Door) 

Victoria's ‘Living Room’- a drop in centre with free sandwiches, doughnuts, coffee, 
tea, bread,, clothing room, counseling, referrals, sometimes produce & pet clinic. 
919 Pandora Ave., Victoria, BC V8V 3P4, Phone: 250-385-2454 

Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm Hygiene area (showers, clothing) 9 am - 3:30 M-F 
Lunch Hour: 11:30 am to 12:30 pm; Dinner: 4:00-5:00 pm closed weekends 


ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 

101-831 Yates Street, Victoria, BC V8W 1M1 Phone: 250- 382-2767 

9 am-12:30 pm, 1:30 pm-4:30 pm Mon-Friday, Tues aft for Women 

Must be 19 yrs, unless referred by parents, ASK, or Soc Services. Food, clothing, 


household items. Home visits, food vouchers for parents w/children. 


SAINT SAVIOUR’S KITCHEN 
310 Henry Street, Church Hall (VicWest) phone: 250-384-8773 
Rainbow Kitchen hot lunch for everyone - Monday to Friday, noon to 1 pm. 


SALVATION ARMY 

Family Services and Counselling (singles, too) 

2695 Quadra St., V8T 4E3, 250-386-8521 

Monday Friday, 9 am - 3:30 pm Emergency food hampers, clothing & small house 


wares vouchers. Extra shelter space only available in subzero temperatures. 


SIKH TEMPLE 
1210 Topaz Avenue, Victoria, V8T 2N1: (towards summit park), enter right side door 


250-383-5443 Every Sunday at noon - Free food serving, lentil dahl and chapatis, etc. 


STREETLINK EMERGENCY SHELTER 
1634 Store St., Victoria, B.C. V8W 1S2 Phone: 383-1951, office 250-383-1951 
Free dinner 7 days a week, 3 pm for meal ticket, serving at 3:30 


ST. JOHN THE DIVINE 
1611 Quadra St., Victoria, B.C., V8W 2L5 phone: 250 383 7169 
Food bank open Tues & Fridays, 10 am-noon, in church basement. (Closed Fri and 


Tuesday after Welfare Wednesday, and Tuesdays after Monday stat.) 
UPPER ROOM SOCIETY 


919 Pandora Avenue, Victoria, B.C., V8V 3P4 phone: 250-388-7112 
Office Hrs: Mon-Fri 9am-4pm_ Meals: Mon-Sat 12-1pm, 45:30 pm 


Meal pass costs $26 a month, or $1 at the door. 


please call 250-383-5144 ext 0137 
with any additions or changes 


Victoria Native Friendship Centre 
231 Regina Avenue, Victoria, BC V8Z 1J6, 250-384-3211 
Wholesale prices, various size boxes. Pay first, pick up following wk. 


Good Food Box Program - Duncan area - 250-746-4204, www.providence.bc.ca. 


Breakfast Club 


First Saturday: Christ Church Cathedral at St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church Hall 
- 680 Courtney St., 7:45-9:30 am 


Second Saturday: St. Andrew's Presbyterian Hall, 680 Courtney St, 8-10 am 
Third Saturday: Glad Tidings Pentecostal Church Hall, 1800 Quadra St. 8-10 
Fourth Saturday: Central Baptist Church, 833 Pandora, 8-10 am; 385-7786 


Fifth Saturday: BC Ferry Workers’ Union at St. Andrew's Hall, 8-10 am 


DAY WORKERS FOR HIRE 


We provide dependable labour for the odd jobs that arise in your 
home, office, or business. All wages go directly to the workers. 


101-749 Pandora, 250-388-9296 
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Building a “Tent City” Together: 
the Temporary Autonomous Shelter Committee (TASC) 


When police invaded and dismantled the Cridge Park tent city in 2005, 
the city of Victoria and its residents were forced to take a closer look at 
homelessness. 


The arrest of “right to sleep” activist David Johnson in the Cridge Park raid 
sparked a constitutional challenge against the City of Victoria, drawing 
national attention to its escalating crisis of poverty and homelessness. 


For a group of housed and unhoused members of the Committee to End 
Homelessness, Cridge Park was the beginning of a longer journey to create a 
tent city-type community in the Capital Region. The group joined with other 
activists and formed the Temporary Autonomous Shelter Committee, known 
as TASC. 


TASC held its first meeting in late 2008, just after BC Supreme Court judge 
Carol Ross ruled that it was unconstitutional to prevent homeless people 
from sleeping on public property or erecting shelters when there were not 
enough shelter beds available. Although the ruling came 3 years after the 
Cridge Park raid, statistics gathered in 2007 showed that over 1,200 people 
were still either homeless or at risk of being homeless in Victoria. Less than 
200 shelter beds were available. 


“Homeless people and their housed allies decided to take action and create 
disaster relief for a crisis that government is unwilling and unable to properly 
address” says Chris Johnson, a local activist with TASC. “We are planning 
to do whatever we need to do to keep people safe, dry and alive. We want 
the communities’ support on that, so that it stops being such a conflict and 
struggle.” 


Johnson is critical of the City’s appeal of the Supreme Court ruling, its 
prohibitive bylaws and the string of failed charges it brought against three 
”right to sleep” tenters. “The city is trying address the drug and ‘social 
disorder’ issue on the streets by criminalizing poverty,” he states. 


TASC has been researching successful user-run tent cities in the US in an 
effort to look into similar options in Victoria. A small group recently visited 
three long-standing tent cities in Seattle. 


While supporting the work of past and present homeless tenters, TASC is 
focusing on building a collective process guided by the needs and interests 
of Victoria’s street community. The group has created a survey, which 
volunteer interviewers will circulate in the coming weeks. The results of the 
surveys and ideas drawn from conversations on the streets will be the basis 
of plans for a “tent-city” type community in Victoria. 


“What happened in 2005 was a spontaneous reaction to the arrests of 
tenters,” says local housing activist Rose Henry. “Out of that came a 
movement identifying the need for affordable housing and the revelation of 
the need of a tent city. TASC is picking up what is left of what happened in 
2005 and building to a future.” 


For more info visit tentcity.wikidot.com and/or attend a TASC meetings - 
every other Monday, 7 pm at Camas Books (camas.org - Quadra @ Kings). 


AVI Mobile X 


Call to find out where to get rigs. 


3:30-10 pm 
250-896-AVIX (284-9) 





Some places to call for help 


Action Committee of People with Disabilites - 926 View St., 250-383-4105 

Adult Addiction Comm. Treatment Serv: 2nd floor, 1250 Quadra, 250-727-3544 
AIDS Vancouver Island: 1601 Blanshard St., 250-384-2366 For Rigs: 250-896-2849 
Alano Club: 1402 Broad St, 250-383-9151 

Alcoholics Anon: #8, 2020 Douglas, 250-383-7744 (help), 250-383-0415 (off) 
Cool-Aid Medical Clinic: 250-385-1466 

Cool-Aid Phone Message Service ($5/mth): 250-383-1977 

Credit Counselling - 250-477-9998 

Foundation of Support of Recovery for Men: 250-480-1342 

HomelessNation.org - online community - 130-3 pm, Wednesdays, 755 Pandora 
Grief/Bereavement Counsel: Lorraine Jasmin, R.P.C., 1198 Goldstream, sliding scale 
Lalli Care Clinic - Drug Info, Alt Health - 250-386-5100, www.lallicareclinic.ca 
LifeRing Secular Recovery - www.unhooked.com, lifering@shaw.ca, 250-920-2095 
Men's Trauma Centre: 381-6367, #203-1420 Quadra St. www.menstrauma.ca 
Outreach Services Methadone Clinic: 2004 Fernwood Rd., 250-480-1232 

Problem Gambling Help Line - 1-888-795-6111 

Prostitute Empowerment & Education (PEERS): 744 Fairview Rd., 250-388-5325 
Research, Education, Evaluation, & Support Prog. (REES): 250-595-8619 

Salvation Army Addictions & Rehab Centre: 525 Johnson, 250-384-3396 

Seniors’ Advocacy Group - 388-7696 for advive; 250-360-1068 to be an advocate 
Society of Living Intravenous Drugusers (SOLID): 7-9 pm Weds, 1947 Cook 
Together Against Poverty Society (TAPS): #415 - 620 View Street 250-361-3521 
Victoria Native Friendship Centre: 250-384-3211 -- 231 Regina Ave V8Z 1J6 
Victoria Sobering & Assessment Centre: 1125 Pembroke, 250-213-4444 
Vancouver Island Addiction Recovery Soc.: 536 Cecelia, 250-480-1342 
Youth-to-Youth Support Line - 24 hrs Confidential 250-386-TALK, www.youthlines.ca 
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Keeping the Peace, and Being of Good Behaviour 


by Kristen Woodruff (photo from Pete Rockwell) 


Jail Break - December 1th, 2008 


I was released from custody a couple of days ago. It is hard to climb stairs while handcuffed and 
wearing shackles. Jail is no place for a criminal, let alone one who has not yet been found guilty of any 


crime. 


I have signed conditions, agreeing not to “attend at or near Centennial Square,” agreeing not to set up a 
tent after 7 am or before 7 pm, agreeing to “keep the peace and be of good behaviour.” The police have 


all of my tents and sleeping bags. 


I was told that the City has sent out the white coats (representatives from the mental hospital) to arrest 

a number of homeless women who wouldn’t or couldn’t use the shelters---suggesting that if the city 
can’t get away with calling anyone who sleeps outside a criminal, then they will resort to calling anyone 
who sleeps outside “crazy.” Either way, the City continues to subject the most destitute citizens to what 
amounts to torture, frankly. I know that the insane can be at least as menacing to society as criminals, 
but I don’t like the idea of people being thrown into vehicles and hauled off to the mental hospital. At 
least when it comes to the prison system, people have recourse to certain legal rights (at least in theory), 
but when it comes to being confined to a mental hospital, a person has very few rights at all. 


The Times Colonist has done a good job influencing the general public to think 
badly of “those camping activists”---in yesterday’s paper I look like a disturbing 
cross between Osama Bin Laden and mother Mary. And the acting chief of police’s 
photo is there beside me, displaying a taser gun pointed in my direction. 


My intention is not to annoy the City (or anyone else), but to point out certain truths 
which, when ignored, lead to a whole lot of un-necessary suffering. My vision went 
fuzzy and I nearly lost consciousness last night ... lack of sleep and sufficiently 
nourishing food over an extended period. I feel stronger today. It can seem like my 
spirit has reached a limit, and then there’s always an unexpected new reserve. 


The heads of two charitable organizations--the Cool Aid Society and the Salvation 
Army--have now come out about their hostility to the efforts of the “homeless 
campers.” Well, fine. They are in the (apparently quite lucrative) business of 
providing charitable aid to people they deem to be largely helpless. We “homeless 
campers” (aka people who sometimes live in parks in tents) are in the business of 
friends helping friends get through the night, and the day, with honour and dignity. 


It is good to remember the Commandment--’’thous shalt keep the Sabbath.” Rest. 
The City may be depriving its homeless Judeo-Christian citizens of their religious 
freedom--- to rest. I must remember the words of that great Saint of the twentieth 
century, Henry Miller---”I answer to God, not to the chief executive, whoever he 
may be.” 


A Day in Court - January Ist, 2009 


I appeared in Court yesterday, for charges of “continuing to disobey a bylaw.” 
David Johnston and Tavis Dodds had the same charges brought against them, for 
occupying the same (now infamous) Christmas tree. After hearing evidence from 
both sides, the judge (McKenzie) decided to reserve his ruling. He wanted time to 
weigh the evidence. 


The City’s lawyer argued that City Council is within its right to put in place a 
policy that limits camping activities in its parks. Our lawyers agreed but if they 

are to do so, they must amend their bylaw, a process that would involve public 
hearings -- and then it would remain to be seen if the resultant amended bylaw was 
constitutional. As it stands, the city has simply drafted an “enforcement policy” in 
private, without public consultation and, our lawyers argued, it refers to the sections 
of the bylaw that the Supreme Court explicitly struck down. 


The City’s lawyer further argued we were “homeless by choice,” not “legitimately 
homeless,” and had no legal right to sleep on public land. (Justice Ross’s ruling 
refers only to homeless people). Our lawyers made it clear to the court that we three 
were homeless according to the legal definitions of “homeless” - persons with no 
fixed address and no home to go to. 


We have been perceived as a bunch of idealistic hippy-types who could get jobs but 
instead want to lay about all day in a tent in the park for free. This portrait doesn’t 
characterize me. I am not a hippy (whatever that is) and I didn’t engage in all this 
“activity” so that me and my friends could have the legal right to be lazy at the 
public’s expense. I occupied the square as a homeless person who believes that 

the city’s bylaw enforcement policy subjects homeless people to cruel and unusual 





punishment by 
telling them they can’t rest in the daytime. There are no shelter beds open in the 
daytime and homeless people, like everyone else, occasionally need daytime rest to 
maintain health and sanity. 


I am not your “typical homeless person.” After several years of simple living, I 
became “officially homeless” on June 16th, ‘08, the first of the 4-day Constitutional 
Challenge in the BC Supreme Court that resulted in Justice Ross’s ruling. I wanted 
to better understand the existential circumstances of the “homeless people” whose 
rights I was seeing defended in court. The average “homeless person” is too tired 
and beaten-down to speak about the injustices they suffer. 


I find it unlikely that I will be living “on the street” again anytime soon. It is hard, 
and even harder to stay sane and healthy while there. I had it very easy compared 
to most---I was never far from good friends and nothing really bad happened to me, 
and still it was very hard. I aged a lot and am still in recovery. I will never be the 
same. 


A moment can change everything - a freak accident or sickness or some other 
sudden tragedy.. Life is very fragile and those who are strong and powerful one 
minute may become weak and powerless the next. Life can be hard, with lots of 
pain. People adapt to pain with varying degrees of success. Some can numb the pain 
enough to be functioning members of society; some can’t. 


As it stands, people have the right, tonight, to set up shelters for themselves if they 
are homeless. It wasn’t like that three months ago. Regardless of what the future 
holds, that is something. We ought to celebrate and give thanks. 


Miracle in Court - January 28th, 2009 


Justice McKenzie ruled that the city is not acting lawfully, with a reminder they 
are free to draft new legislation, which may include restrictions on times and 
places homeless people can erect temporary shelter. But this process requires a 
public hearing process. It will remain to be seen whether the resulting legislation is 
constitutional. 


This was never about “what side will win, though it is a time to celebrate a rare 
occurrence - the Court of Law upheld the rights of the disenfranchised as against 
the privileges of the monied, ruling elite. Thus this is a “victory” not only for “the 
homeless” but for everyone who feels small in the face of the Power of the System. 
There is a force stronger than the force powerful humans wield with their guns and 
laws and money. 


I hope this will be a call to cooperation, a chance for a reasonable, compassionate, 
inclusive public dialogue about how to share the Commons in a way that best meets 
the needs of everyone. The whole country will be watching Victoria to see how 

we deal with this one, and there is an opportunity to deal with it gracefully and 
courageously, on all sides. 


Kristen Woodruff is a Dalhouse graduate who’s spent the last several years living 
simply, studying yoga, meditating, and bunking down with friends in Victoria, Salt 
Spring Island, and beyond. 








My day job is the running of a small family shelter. About three 
weeks ago, a possibility opened for our partnering organization 
and us to move to a larger two building site. We are moving 
ahead at what feels like warp speed on the project --- lining up 
funders, etc. etc. etc. So, this has occupied most of my time. 


My Sunday evening commitment as crone and scribe for the 
Camp Quixote residents’ meeting and a weekly Host Tent shift is 


about the limit of my time with CQ currently. 
Although, Panza and the camp residents 

had a retreat last week that I facilitated to 
keep us focused and on task. I continue to 

be absolutely amazed as to how these total 
strangers can join together, in spite of all their 
individual ‘stuff,’ and learn to learn live in 
such harmony. 


Mark will be moving into a leased house 

with his significant other and one of their CQ 
cronies!!!! It is nothing short of a miracle 

for all three of them. Mark is struggling 

with letting CQ go and trust that others will 
step-up into leadership roles; his personal 
fears of not having lived in a house for more 
than twelve years; and his excitment of being 
housed and “normal” again. I love Mark and 
his simplicity, sincerity and frank honesty. 

As they say, I remember him when. Camp 
Quixote has helped in so many ways. He 
leaves being Mark the man whom God had 
intended, not the Mark plagued by alcoholism 
and dark doom. 


CQ was two years old on February Ist. Under 
the coordination of the current host church 
committee, a gala community celebration is 
being planned for March Ist - music and food 
a plenty and joy and gratitude. 


One of the state representatives announced a 
bill that will give faith communities free reign 
to ‘house’ tent encampments outside or inside 
their churches. The City of Lacey had passed 
an ordinance requiring faith communities 

to house the tent city inside the building. It 
has been a huge political football. As well, 
municipalities in the Seattle area have also 
been advocating for that. This bill, if passed 
by both House of Rep and Senate, will stop all 
this crap once and for all. May it happen! 


I have been collecting school district data 
for our family project: every local district is 
serving many more homeless children than 
last year ---- many of whom are not even in 
shelters but vans or cars or out in the woods. 


Blessings to you and all your comrades on the 
journey. 


Selena 


(editor’s note: I took this photo in the Summer of 
‘08, while visiting Camp Quixote. This resident 
camper told me CQ is the best thing that’s 
happened to her in a very long time. To listen to 
a radio interview with Selena and Mark, go to the 
podcast section of relativenewz.ca) 
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Hepatitis C and Transfusions 


Anyone who received a blood transfusion or a blood 
product before 1992 is considered to be in a high risk 
group for hepatitis C. Blood banks in Canada began 
screening donors for certain markers as early as 1986, 
but contaminated blood still found its way through 

to patients. In May 1990, screening tests for HCV 
came into use, and mathematical modelling shows 
that screened blood might still transmit HCV to 1 in 
100,000 to 200,000 recipients--even today. (Source: 
www.nature.com/nm/journal/v6/n10/full/nm1000_ 
1082.html 2000). 


The history of the tainted blood scandal in Canada 
sounds like the makings of a novel. Unfortunately, it 
is true. 


Late in the 1940s a study was released warning of 
the greatly increased dangers of Post Transfusion 
Infection (PTI) with hepatitis in commercially 
purchased blood and blood sourced from prisons. 
They determined this by using elevated bilirubin 
levels to detect the hepatitis. 


In 1955 Dr. Wroblewski and Dr. Ladue published a 
paper on PTI hepatitis using tests for elevated ALT 
and AST values, called surrogate testing. A test to 
detect hepatitis B is developed. Surrogate testing 
showed that PTI of hepatitis was still present and it 
was called Non-B hepatitis. A test to detect hepatitis 
A was developed and surrogate testing confirmed that 
there was still PTI of hepatitis. There were now three 
classes of hepatitis: A, B and Non-A/Non-B. HCV 
comprised 90% of Non-A/Non-B PTI. West Germany 
adopted surrogate testing in 1965 (testing for elevated 
ALT and AST levels) to screen out hepatitis Non- 
A/Non-B from their blood systems. Other European 
countries followed suit over the next 15 years. 


The Canadian Red Cross banned use of prison blood 
in 1971. Around 1974 or 5 the term hepatitis C was 
first coined by Prince but was quickly discarded 
because it was soon realized that there was more than 
one virus. 


In 1979 the Canadian Medical Association journal 
published a complete instruction guide on using 
surrogate testing to detect PTI of Non-A/Non-B 
hepatitis. Then in 1981 world experts in virology such 
as Dr. Harvey J. Alter pushed for surrogate testing of 
all blood products in the USA but only some centers 
like the New York blood center adopted screening. 


In the spring of 1985 the federal government licensed 
an anti-hemophilia agent called Haemate P. It was 
heat treated using the «wet method» which killed both 
enveloped and non-enveloped viruses. This product 
sat on the shelves. It didn’t show up in Nova Scotia 
until 1992-93 and many patients never heard about 
until years later, after being told they were infected. 
One young man was diagnosed with hemophilia A 

in the fall of 1986, over a year after this product was 
licensed, but he was given untreated cryo-precipitate 
for the first four years of his life with the result that 
he has chronic hepatitis C— when there was no need 
whatsoever. 


by Joan King and Bruce DeVenne 


possession, but unable to get anybody to guarantee 
payment to cover the cost of destroying the untested 
dangerous product they have in stock, the Canadian 
Red Cross dispensed the untested product to be used 
before the safer product would be dispensed. Things 
were not changing very fast in the transfusion area. 


The USA became the last of the industrialized nations to 
adopt surrogate testing to screen their blood supply for 
Non-A/Non-B hepatitis. Canada joined Spain and Japan 
in refusing their citizens this extra measure of safety. 


Tests by Harvey J. Alter in 1988 showed PTI of 
hepatitis Non-A/Non-B to be twice as high in Canada 
as in the United States despite the USA’s use of 
commercially purchased blood. 


Finally in 1992 a test for the Hep C virus is 
introduced. Prior to this they were looking only for 
surface antigens and/or antibodies in the blood. 


The following year, the Canadian Federal government 
announced the creation of the Commission of Inquiry 
on the Blood System in Canada, the preliminary public 
hearings began for the Krever Inquiry, and the first 
witnesses were heard. The public hearings ended in 
1995, and the Federal Court hearings began in 1996. It 
was ruled that Judge Krever was free to assign blame, 
if he wished, to 14 Red Cross officials and three from 
the federal government. It forbade the inquiry from 
making allegations against 47 other people. 


In November of 1996, the Government of Nova Scotia 
and the Red Cross were sued by five individuals 
including young hemophiliacs kept on Cryoprecipitate 
when Haemate P was available. In the Krever Report, 
published in 1997, Justice Horace Krever recommended 
compensation for all victims of tainted blood in Canada, 
without prejudice. The report was ignored. 


In 1998, Allan Rock, then Justice Minister, announced 
a compensation package, which excluded pre-86 

and post-90 victims and was riddled with clauses 

that required the victims to accept all responsibility 
for the package while forgiving all past and future 
wrongdoings by the government and its agencies. The 
process involved in filing a claim was so complicated 
that it exhausted and confused the victims. Class 
Action lawyers appeared and the victims vanished. 
The lawyers came out with a package that would 
enrich them by over $50,000,000. Payment to the 
lawyers occurred well before any victim saw a penny. 
In September of that year, the Canadian Red Cross 
filed for bankruptcy. 


A one billion dollar lawsuit was launched against 
the federal government, Connaught and Continental 
Pharma Cryosan in 1999, for importing and 
manufacturing US prison plasma and exposing 
thousands to HIV and HCV. Crawford Class Action 
Services was appointed as administrator for the 86-90 
settlement. That spring, the National Convention on 
CJD Infected Blood Products was held in Toronto. 
The Federal Department of Health decided to re- 
release the contaminated products, despite the World 
Health Organization’s recommendations of 1998. 


That summer the Canadian Blood Services (CBS), 
which replaced the Red Cross, told people they might 
have to pay for safer blood products out of their own 
pockets. They requested permission to be added to the 
lengthy list of those allowed to dip from the Hep C 
compensation pool. It seemed like everybody except 
the victims with Hep C were in the pool. 


In the meantime, the Canadian government was stating 
that that the blood system was as safe as it could 

be. Also in 1998, The Supreme Courts of BC and 
Ontario were hearing arguments for and against the 
proposed *86-’90 settlement, and Quebec announced 
pre-86/post-90 compensation, and began the payouts 
in the year 2000. The lawyers went to court to request 
a payment of $52.5 million, even though they had 
already been advanced 4 million dollars. Their request 
was approved in all three jurisdictions. The claim 
forms were sent out to *86-°90 potential claimants. 
Ontario upped aid to pre-‘86/post-’90 hepatitis C 
victims to $25,000. The Red Cross pre-*86/post-’90 
victims voted on a $79 million package. In 2001, 
Manitoba announced approval of compensation of 
$10,000 for each victim infected pre-‘86/post-’90. 
Also in 2001, the RCMP announced there would be no 
charges in the destruction of documents. The Supreme 
Court of Canada upheld the guilty verdict against the 
Canadian Red Cross. Politician and physician John 
Hamm of Nova Scotia told the victims of tainted blood 
that he would not spend the “care not cash” money on 
them; rather it would go to general revenue. Around 
this time the $79-million Red Cross-led settlement 

for Hep C tainted blood victims was approved by an 
Ontario judge. 


In 2004, Federal Health Minister Dosanjh announced 
that the federal government would negotiate with 
representatives of people infected with HCV through 
tainted blood received “outside the window.” Then in 
2005 the Canadian Red Cross was formally sentenced 
for distributing blood products contaminated with 
HIV and hepatitis C. A court in Hamilton, Ontario, 
fined the agency the C$5,000, the maximum allowed. 


The trial of Dr. Roger Perrault, the doctor at the 
centre of the tainted blood scandal, begins in Toronto 
in 2006, after months of legal wrangling and delays. 
In 2007, Judge Mary Lou Benotto acquitted Former 
Canadian Dr Roger Perrault, along with Dr John 
Furesz, Dr Donald Wark Boucher, Dr Michael Rodell 
and Armour Pharmaceutical on all counts in Ontario 
Superior Court. Soon after, the forgotten Hep C 
victims from “outside the window” were granted a 
settlement of 1 billion dollars compensation. People 
began to see part of that money in 2008, twelve years 
after the Krever Investigation. 


It remains to be seen how infections of our blood 
supply with yet-to-be-discovered organisms will be 
handled. 


To find out more about the issues of government 
cover-ups and the trade in prison blood, email Bruce 
DeVenne at bIdevenne@ns .sympatico.ca. Many 
thanks to Bruce, who compiled most of the data, and 
kindly contributed to HepCBC’s FAQs. 


Chuckle and snort your way through an afternoon of music 
and educational skit comedy at 


The 12th annual Corporate Golden Piggie Awards !!! 


It’s that time of year again, when local activists acknowledge 
some of the most astounding corporate activities. 


An Insider Piggie Organizer told Street Newz this year 
there’ll be a “Bottomless Trough” award - a special way to 
acknowledge recipients of corporate bailouts. 


Some potential award recipients are Exxon, who recently won 
an appeal to the US Supreme Court which reduced their fine by 
90% for the habitat destruction ... the $500 million fine being 
less than a week’s profits. Dupont is also nominated, for their 
appeal at a NAFTA Court against a Province of Quebec ban on 


cosmetic pesticides. 


So many deserving Piggies, so few awards... 


Entry is by donation, formal dress is optional, free pig snouts 
will be distributed by the Raging Grannies. 


Laughs are guaranteed 


and good for your health. 


St. Ann’s Academy, March 29th, 2 pm 
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OLYMPIC AND INTERNATIONAL NEWZ 





Greenwashing the Games: 


The Olympics will leave a gigantic footprint 


By John Nevim, 
Street News Service (www.streetnewsservice.org) 


More than two-and-a-half years have passed since the 
“Battle of the Bluffs,” when 23 protesters were arrested 
by West Vancouver police for blockading the expansion 
of the Sea-to-Sky highway through the Eagleridge 
Bluffs. 


The protest was especially notable for the jailing of two 
elderly 

protesters, Betty Krawczyk and Harriet Nahanee, who 
refused to apologize because they believed it was 
senseless environmental degradation for the sake of the 
Olympic Games. (Nahanee contracted pneumonia in 
prison and died a week after being released.) 


While the highway expansion was a capital project, the 
International Olympic Committee required its expansion 
if Vancouver wanted the Games. Destroying part of the 
Bluffs for the Olympics seemed hypocritical to many, 
given that Olympic organizers promised the 2010 
Winter Games would be the “greenest Games ever.” 
Almost three years after protesters were dragged away in 
handcuffs, Vanoc has not accomplished much in the way 
of building a sustainable legacy. 


In the book Five Ring Circus: Myths and Realities of the 
Olympic Games, Chris Shaw figures the carbon count 


for Olympics-related construction could be as high as 
2.89 megatons of carbon dioxide. One staggering study 
estimates that the Vancouver Olympic Games will emit 
more carbon than the annual emissions of 77 different 
countries. 


Incredibly, a two-week Winter Games could emit more 
carbon dioxide output than the entire yearly output of 
Armenia. Despite these worrisome signs, Vanoc and the 
provincial government still believe the Games will set 
a new standard for sustainability. Olympic organizers 
love to talk about the Richmond Oval, a venue that 

has a 2.6-hectare wooden roof constructed of salvaged 
pine beetle wood. For its energy efficiency and unique 
use of rainwater in irrigation, it was awarded a silver 
LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design) certification, making it Vanoc’s crown jewel of 
sustainability. 


While the venue is a wondrous example of architecture, 
it doesn’t detract from the negative environmental 
impact of the Games. Greenwashing is a term that 
describes when a company or government exaggerates 
exaggerates their eco-friendly claims to persuade 

the public that their product is not a detriment to 
environment. Olympic organizers have regularly spun its 
green approach to sell the 2010 Games to the public. 


Take the changes to Vancouver’s taxi fleet. The 
province’s Transportation Minister, Kevin Falcon, is 
adamant about greening the taxi industry in time for the 
Olympics. 


“We should, by 2010, have a complete fleet of hybrid, 
clean-burning taxi industries in the Capital Regional 
District and in the Greater Vancouver Regional District 
and I think that’s going to be a big win,” Falcon told the 
Times-Colonist. 


The municipal governments that hand out new taxi 
licenses are only giving them to hybrid cars from now 
on, but the industry still has a way to go before a fleet 
will be hybrid. 


A recent report from BC Passenger Transportation 
Branch estimates more than one million spectators and 
thousands of athletes and officials will attend the Games 
and will need to be taken to venues across Vancouver 
and Whistler. Even with hybrid taxis, the sheer number 
of people on the road will mean gridlock and more 
carbon dioxide in the air. Simply put, it’s not a question 
of the types of vehicles on the road. We do not have the 
infrastructure and public transit to get people out of their 
cars. 


Look at what happened during the winter storm last 
December— buses were rerouted, taxis were woefully 
inadequate and driving on highways was reduced to a 
crawl. In the end, most people stayed home to avoid the 
chaos. 


Now staying home would be a great way to help the 
environment. If only we could have that kind of forward 
thinking for the 2010 Games. Then we could really say 
we reduced our carbon footprint. 


This article was originally published in Vancouver’s 
Megaphone Magazine (www.megaphonemagazine.com). 


From Wikipedia: The Olympic 
Flame commemorates the theft of 
fire from the Greek god Zeus by 
Prometheus. In ancient Greece, a 
fire burned throughout their Olympic 
Games. The fire was reintroduced 
at the 1928 Summer Olympics in 
Amsterdam, but the torch relay 
of modern times has no ancient 
precedent. It was introduced by Carl 
Diem, with the support of J wae 
Goebbels, at the controversial 1936 
Berlin Olympics to promote Nazi 
ideology. Hitler saw the link with 
the ancient Games as the perfect way 
to illustrate his belief that classical 
Greece was an Aryan forerunner of 
the modern German Reich. 


The 2010 Olympic Torch will be lit 
in Victoria. The Poverty Olympics’ 
flame (left) is constructed from a 
toilet plunger. 





2009 Poverty Olympics a huge success !! 


from the Carnegie Community Action Project 
About 400 people from Vancouver, Canada’s poorest neighbourhood took advantage of the one year 
countdown to the 2010 Olympic Games with a message about poverty in Canada. 


People in Canada live in shocking poverty, Wendy Pedersen told the crowd gathered for the Poverty 
Olympics. Her community, the Downtown Eastside of Vancouver, has an HIV rate the same as 
Botswana’s. Street homelessness increased 373% between 2002 and 2008, and British Columbia has 
had the highest rate of child poverty in Canada for 5 years in a row (21%). 


Pedersen said the government could have ended poverty and homelessness with the $6 billion they are 
wasting on the Olympics. 


The rest of the Poverty Olympics was a humorous and blunt satire of the real Olympics, with a Torch 
relay, opening and closing ceremonies and “games.” One game was Sweeping Poverty Aside (curling) 
which featured Team Vanoc against Team Poverty. Team Vanoc (Vancouver Olympic Committee) swept 
away objects on the ice with “bailout” brooms, while blocking Team Poverty with sand on the ice and 
an actual rope labeled rent increases and evictions. 


The Poverty Olympic Mascots, Itchy the Bedbug, Creepy the Cockroach, and Chewy the Rat, danced 
through the opening ceremonies singing Money makes the World Go Round and flinging fake money 
labeled “Olympics 2010, blank cheque” throughout the audience. 


The Poverty Olympics was endorsed by Raise the Rates, Carnegie Community Action Project, 
Downtown Eastside Neighbourhood House, BC Persons with Aids Society, Power to Women, and 
Streams of Justice. 


For leads on the homelessness and poverty situation in Canada or on how to attend the 2010 Poverty Olympics, 
to be held during the Vancouver Olympics in February 2010, call Jean Swanson at 604 729-2380. For more info, 
check povertyolympics.ca. photos thanks to April Smith and Hendrik Beune. 


Reporters Without Borders 
Honours Gaza journalist 
Mohammed Omer 


www.rafahtoday.org 


“The world is not dangerous because of those who do harm but 
because of those who look at it without doing anything.” 
Albert Einstein 


Photojournalist Mohammed Omer has been awarded the Swedish 
section of Reporters without borders Press freedom prize 2008: “His 
courageous reporting gives a voice to the confined and oppressed 
people of Gaza.” 





At 24 Mohammed Omer is one of the most important young voices from the region. Mohammed Omer 
reports for numerous media outlets, including the Washington 

Report on Middle East Affairs, Pacifica Radio, Electronic Intifada, The Nation, and Inter Press Service; 
he also founded the Rafah Today blog. 


Mohammed Omer is seen as a moderating voice, urging Palestinian youth not to court hatred, but seek 
peace with Israel. 


In 2006 Mohammed Omer was awarded the Best Youth Voice Award from New American Media. In 
2008, Omer was awarded the 2007 Martha Gellhorn Prize for Journalism. In the award citation, Omer 
was honored as “the voice of the voiceless” and his reports were described as a “humane record of the 
injustice imposed on a community forgotten by much of the world.” 


After he received the Martha Gellhorn Prize in June 2008 Mohammed Omer travelled back to the Gaza 
Strip via the West Bank, Omer reported that he was stripped to his underwear, humiliated and beaten 

by Israeli soldiers while travelling into the West Bank from Jordan. According to a United Nations 
report, Mohammed Omer is convinced that the brutal assault occurred when the security services 

were frustrated at their inability to confiscate the money he’d been awarded. He was subsequently 
hospitalized upon his return to Gaza, where it was discovered that Omer had sustained severe damage in 
the spine and ribs and various bodily contusions as a result of the ordeal. 


Since November 2008 Mohammed Omer is in the Netherlands receiving medical treatments for his 
injuries. 
Reporters without Borders Press freedom prize 2008 will be official awarded to Mohammed Omer on 


17th of February 2009. The prize ceremony takes place in the International Press Centre at the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs, in Stockholm. 
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Considering Electoral Reform ..... 
by Roy Ball 


BC elections produce really strange results 


1996: the party that formed government received fewer votes than the opposition. 
2001: 43% of the votes only elected 2 opposition MLAs out of 79 
2005: 13% of voters voted for parties that received no seats 


It is no better federally. Hot topics for the last federal election were 
the evils of strategic voting and “orphan voter” websites parodying 
how ridiculous the voting results were. 


Have you ever... 


... voted in a riding that didn’t elect a candidate who represented your views? 
... voted for a party you didn’t like just to stop a party that you liked even less? 
... avoided voting for the best local candidate because you couldn't support the party? 


If you said yes to any of these questions, you are not alone. The good 
news is that on 12 May 2009, you can vote in a BC referendum to 
choose a new BC voting system that will eliminate these problems 
and more... 


Only voters who live in a few swing ridings get a serious campaign; 
the rest are ignored. In the many “safe seats” MLAs have little 
accountability and no real competition at election time. Local 
communities feel disconnected with their MLAs and have no voice 
between elections. Those who support smaller parties have no 
representation in the legislature. 


CITIZEN’S ASSEMBLY 


In 2004, the BC Government commissioned the BC Citizens’ 
Assembly on Electoral Reform. 160 men and women randomly 
selected across BC listened to British Columbians, looked at electoral 
systems around the world and recommended we change to a Single 
Transferable Vote (STV) as currently used for many governmental 
elections within Australia, Ireland, Malta, New Zealand, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States. 


THE YES CAMPAIGN 


The YES campaign is run by Fair voting BC, a non-partisan group of 
volunteers from all parts of the political spectrum. 


- There are 2300+ Yes for BC-STV Face book members 
- 700 people have signed up as volunteers 
- These numbers are growing rapidly! 


WHAT ARE OUR CHANCES? 


Pretty good but there’s still much to do. In recent municipal elections 
160 volunteers in 40 places across BC did a terrific leaf-letting blitz 
outside polling stations. We will build this to thousands of volunteers 
everywhere in BC. We came really close in the 2005 BC referendum: 
982,364 out of 1,702,732 voters (58%) supported the proportional 
BC-STV voting system. A majority voted YES in 77 of 79 ridings, 
with support in the other two ridings at 49%. 


We need 60%; the NO side need 40% 


- Proportional voting is used in 17 of the top 20 countries in the UN’s 
Human Development index. The 3 holdouts are Canada, the US and the UK. 
- 75 countries have proportional voting systems 

- Many prominent Canadians support this change: see stv.ca 


HOW IMPORTANT IS THIS? 


Before a single ballot is cast in the upcoming Provincial election, we 
already know the general results. Over half of us will cast wasted 
votes that elect no one. Some parties will gain far more seats than 
deserved, while others get too few. Accountability will remain a 
pipe dream and the legislature will remain polarized. Little wonder 
that voter turnout and citizen confidence in our political system is 
plummeting. Electoral reform has recently been defeated in Ontario, 
Prince Edward Island and Cincinnati. BC is likely the last chance for 
electoral reform in North America for a generation. 


In BC in 2005 the NO side had almost no money and no organization 
compared with us. This time they will have $500,000 from the 
government and a ton more from the old boy network who want to 
continue to exert undue influence over government. They will run a 
large scare-tactic media blitz same as in Ontario and Cincinnati. They 
made almost no effort to raise money in 2005 because they thought we 
had no chance of coming close. This time they will pull out the stops. 


WE CAN WIN THIS BUT... 


Only if you get involved! If you all take a lawn sign, volunteer just 
one hour or donate $20 then we will win!!! 


HOW CAN YOU HELP? 


We have a chance to change the system at the 12 May 2009 
referendum on electoral reform. Join the YES for BC-STV campaign. 
Get involved at a level that matches your time and interests. 


Get informed .... Sign up for a lawn / window sign ..... Help however 
you can with a local volunteer group .... Donate ... Check STV.ca. 


And ... On May 12th, make sure you vote YES for STV. 


REGIONAL NEWZ 





10 


M 
0 
r 
e 
B 
a 
r 
e 
M 
0 
n 
t 
q 
n 
? 


by Pancienne 


The plan to develop “South Skirt Mountain” is a blueprint for further mass destruction. 
(“Bear Mountain” and “Skirt Mountain” are the same mountain). 


Claiming to set aside 40% of what precious little remains on this ruined and scarred 
mountain, and calling it open green space is a very sick joke. Little of what has been 
coloured “green” on the planning maps for “South Skirt Mountain” will ever be green 
again. 

The steep vertical slopes below the summit have already been clear cut and blasted, and 
every natural rock formation has been smashed and obliterated. 


“Every rock had a name, and ance the beginning of time, we kuew them” 


The giant arbutus forests on South Skirt Mountain are gone. They have been slashed and 
burned. And there is nothing to protect those arbutus that remain on the mountain, nor 
apparently any other living thing. More Garry Oak meadows than we can count are gone, 
and so is the soil that would support new life. 


The wildlife are in distress; their numbers decimated. 


Waters have been diverted, no longer flowing into Florence Lake, nor into the former 
healthy wetlands. Almost half of the large central wetland on the planning maps for 
“South Skirt Mountain” has already been filled in. It is buried under tons of blasted rock 
rubble as part of the “Echo Valley Road” construction. 


The numerous deep natural ravines and waterways on the south slope of “Skirt Mountain” 
have all been blocked by massive rock rubble. Tons of rock fill from the crude Bear 
Mountain Parkway construction obstruct the natural flow of water that always ran clean 
and clear down the rich green ravines, regardless of the volume or velocity of all the water 
the winter storms and snows could possibly bring down. 


The spring-fed headwaters, the purest mountain spring water that we drank until 2006, 
now runs blood red for the 3 year, from the putrid sludge that pours down from Bear 
Mountain. 


These are the authors of mass destruction, or, in their own words, practitioners of “MASS 
WASTING.” 


“Mass wasting” is a development style. It is clear cutting, scraping away all natural 
vegetation and native soil down to the bedrock, then blasting the bedrock to level it, and 
then using the smashed rock to fill in the ravines and valleys. The mountain has been 
blasted beyond recognition. 


Engineers from Hell have planned and are implementing the systematic destruction of a 
living mountain, and with it an entire watershed. It was once one of the most beautiful 
mountains in the world. It has been defiled and desecrated. 


The absolute contempt for ancient sacred sites and sacred lands is a matter of record with 
this mountain. Yet what majesty of reason was contained in the ancient knowledge that the 
natural springs, the headwaters, and pools of the purest mountain water were sacred to all 
living things. The source----the source of life was sacred. 


What has been done here, and what they plan to continue doing here, is unconscionable. 
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STREET MUZ aN GS = 


SORRY | Missen CHURCH 
I Was Busy PRACTICING 


The Cops 


Here they come walking down the street 
The kind of people that you might, 

or might not, want to meet. 

On the main city drag or a dark lonely street. 
These folks may appear to be a bit 
ostentatious, 

neat and very discreet. 

They're the cops 

and they’re on the beat. 

So watch out law offenders everywhere, 
These guys and gals are after you 

with a predatory stare. 


WITCHCRAFT AND 
BECOMING A LESBIAN 


©1997 EPHEMERA, INC. 





You’ve been caught and handicapped 

in traditional style 

And you end up with your very own criminal file. 

Then comes an exclusive tour in Grand Paddywagon style 
All courtesy of your friendly neighbourhood police 


Square round of orange nothing 


no hair in the fridge left 


All you law-abiders have no fear 

The police won't harm you - at least we hope ... 
You may receive a friendly smile and hearty cheer. 
On the other hand, you get a condescending sneer. 
But only if you’re caught smuggling dope 

or having a beer. 


| must admit in my overall assessment of this troop in 
black and blue that there are some bad apples in the 
bunch, that come equipped with a power-packed punch 
which would not leave me to totally dismiss this group 


nothing to take the edge 

of this morning off 

nothing to dull the glint 
and the noise coming up off 
the street, and the chrome 
that bleats like 

an idiot symphony 

of clanking heels 

slamming doors 


because of some that are on a power trip - 
Oh mister Officer is that terrible taser, 

like a deadly razor, the way to go 

or would it cause more woe? 

If it’s all that safe, why not test it on yourself 
as a guinea pig rather than some poor soul 
doing the junkie jig. 


To serve and protect, or abuse and neglect? 
You be the judge ... 


But before we get too critical 
we better give this some thought - 


When a villain or your mate or a cat drive you up a wall, 


Who are you going to call? 
| hope “911” - the police - 
and rely on them before it’s too late! 


by Mark Idczak 





In Memoriam 


Cynthia Livermore, Feb 15th 2008 

Stephen Whalen, May 8 1956 - Feb 21 2008 

Linda Trafford, April 18 1952 - Feb 22 2008 

Lucien Mahon, March 7 1945 - Feb 20 2008 

Karen Christine Amos (sp?), May 30 ‘67 - May 26 08 
Ben St. Pierre, May 18 2008 

Leona Daniels (sp?), July 31 1929 - May 22 2008 


(Thanks to Mike for honouring these lives) 


sun caught, and re-cast 

off window glass. 

voices float 

over grainy radio broadcast cackle 
nerves gone to shit 

stomach to sludge 

restless sleep of the intoxicated yields 
to the strength of strong coffee 
sickness 

gives this waiting the bite 

on the spasm 

in my bowel 

and in my Spine. 

probably should 

avoid the phone, the windows 
and the light 

of a days worth 

of plans 

and tasks 

until my soggy mind 

can fully realize 

nothing will ever be 

as singular and sweet 

as doing nothing 

basking in leisure 

of a deep blue 

hangover whilst 

the world 

below the window 

is a-flutter 

with all the others 

busied, killing themselves 

in the flaccid attempt 

to do 

anothers bidding. 


J. fisher 


Street Newz believes it’s important to acknowledge and honour the lives of those who die from the 
violence of poverty. 


We contacted Angela, at Our Place, requesting any information 
about deaths among the Street Community. 
Her most recent response: 

“Reverend Al has decided that we cannot share that information 
for publication simply because if there are family members out 
there who haven't been contacted, and various other types of 
things, it opens up somewhat of a can of worms so unfortunately 
we’re not going to be able to give that information to you, about 
who and when Al has performed memorials for.” 


If you’ve lost a friend or family member to the streets, and 
would like the life acknowledged, please consider writing a few words and submitting those via email 
(streetnewz@islandnet.com) or leave them in our mailbox at 1027 Pandora. 
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. REELING F PHOTOS 

Work should lift you n eee eh 
out of poverty, 

not keep you there. 


È yi: 
k 


MH ANT TITAJ 


The 7th annual 
Homelessness 
Marathon 
is people-powered 
radio, from Montreal, 
broadcasting sunset to 
sunrise Feb 23/24. 


A consciousness-raising 
event, the Marathon 
provides an opportunity 
for homeless people & 
their allies to take to the 
airwaves, and allow a 
nationwide discussion on homelessness and poverty. 


CFUV plans to air the Marathon LIVE starting at 5 pm on 
Monday Feb 23rd. 


INFO? ckut.ca/homeless.html 


Victoria BC 250-920-8351 
medicalherbalist@yahoo.ca 
askaherbalist.ca 


“Socialism is the doctrine, science, 
of development of what is social. 
Capitalism is the immoral art, 
science, and technology of 
development of capital or growth 
of capital -- (for capitalism) 
what matters is that even while 
people die of hunger, capitalists 
accumulate capital.” 

Hugo Chavez 


CASCADIA MASSAGE THERAPY 


Www. cascadiamassagetherapy.com 


DAVID BAROFF, RMT 


1857 Fairburn Drive 
Victoria, BC Vet iPs 
(250) 472-2016 


Jim Butler and 
Larry Gagnon 
rebuild and 
redistribute 
internet capable 
computers. 


Old Eagle Eyes i 
Jewelry and Design 


oldeagleeyes.com 
André Motuz - Mé tis Artist and Designer 


Free indefinite loan 
to low or no 
income 
Phone: (250) 220-7983 people. 


E-Mail: oldeagleeyesjewelry2001 @yahoo.com For more info 
call Jim at 


474-3446 


| distrust those 
people who 


FRIENDS & SUPPORTERS 


II 


Study nature, 
love nature, 
stay close to nature. 
It will never fail you. 


Frank Lloyd Wright 


Community Office 
LUS Fon Sirect. Victeria 
P: (250) 952-421] 
F: (250) 9524586 


are ali = aera es Leelee, koca 


WA Opocal Won be ta 


Carole James, MLA 


Victoria - Beacon Hill 


Denise Savoie 
Member olf Parliament for Victoria 


CONSTITUENCY OFFICE: 
970 Blanshard Street 
Victoria, BC VEW 2H3 


TELEPHONE: 363-3600 
E-MAIL: Savoie.d@parl.ge.ca 
ON THE WER: www.denisesavole.ca 


Your voice in Ottawa 


947 Johnson Street 
W422 Crai aigflower Road 
HEMP & COMPANY www hempandcompany.com 
Your source for quality nemp clothing, 
and funky forward thinking, 


57 4b Johnson Street 
385-7443 
www.shittfashion.ca _ 


know so well 
what God 
wants them to 
do because | 
notice it always 
coincides with 
their own 
desires. 


Susan B. Anthony 


Dentistry 
For the 
Sensitive 
Patient 


PR DEANNA GEDI0 DDS 


*404-649 Fort St. 
250-339-0669 





Street Newz subscription 
delivery person, Nancy, 
and her buddy ‘Slick’ love 
their Tony’s trailer! 


ener 

eon? 

ert 
Victona 


EN 
contact tony at: 


tonystrailers.com 
(250) 743-9915 


(ask about sponsoring a trailer for 
a homeless person... 


Do you want to earn money 
and promote independent media !! 


Contact John at 886-5363 or visit him at his office” 
outside Coast Capital near Fort on Douglas Street. 


The Street Newz 
Vendor Team 


No 
Photo 





Just Yet 


Natalia 
Esquimalt 





Debbie 


Yates London Drugs Douglas near Johnson 


Ken 
Douglas @ Yates 


Dallas 
Gov't @ Pandora 





Douglas @ Fort 


Gorge Fairway 





Richard 
Fort St. 


Shirle 


James Bay Thritty’s 


Rose 
Gov't St. 


Rick 


ed 
Cook @ Oxford I 


Gov't St. 


WHERE YOUR $$$$$ GOES 


Vendors pay 50 cents for each Street Newz 
(to pay the printer); 





All of us at the Victoria 
Street Newz extend our 
sincere gratitude to 
the Cooperators, and all the 
individual supporters who 


money 
from 
the sale 
of this 
newspaper 
be used 
for peace, 


whatever you give them is theirs to keep. 


There's one salaried Coordinator who produces the Newz. 
No overhead, no extraneous expenses. 





sustain this autonomous and 
independent alternative 





newz project. onesies Ti 
proj WS, Subscriptions are fun for you or a friend H 
ihe ealing 
Ofs CODPETAURS ey Subscription Rates (12 issues/year): | 
Dec Jan Feb Electronic §§ Regular Low Income American Int'l 
Street Newz Revenue ; ; ; ; ; 
Paper Sales (from vendors) 663.00 553.50 619.50 | *20 33 *20 *40 *90 | 
Donations 225.00 2740.00 170.00 
Gifts (incl in-kind 100.00 860.00 50.00 = ° 
T Don 86000 0.00 | Volume Subscriptions - for your clients/customers/office: | 
Subscriptions 355.00 460.00 95.00 
Bread & Roses Donation to SNZ 800.00 800.00 800.00 | 9 copies/mth 10 copies/mth 20 copies/mth [ 
Total Street Newz Revenue 2143.00 5413.50 1734.50 175/yr *300/yr *600/yr 
Street Newz Expenses . 
Se Eo Eo o | Just a Donation | 
ack pay (sept, oct, nov ! . l , l . , l 
Paper & Printing Costs 582.75 565.95 569.95 | $10 $25 $50 $75 $100 $200 other [ 
Office expenses/website 16.00 16.00 36.00 
Postage 42.61 44.31 54.18 : 
Total Street Newz Expenses 1441.36 1426.26 2060.13 | Name: | 
Street Newz 7 7. 395. Address: 
Bread & Roses Revenue Cit . 
Grants 0.00 9500.00 0.00 VITY: 
Total Bread & Roses Revenue 0.00 9500.00 0.00 | , , | 
Braid @ Roses Expensas Province/State: Postal/Zip: 
Bus Tickets (2 for 1) 40.50 40.50 40.50 [ : 
Street Newz Donation s0000 800.00 160000 i Phone/email: | 
Total Bread & Roses Expenses 840.50 840.50 1640.00 
Bread & Roses -840.50 8659.50 -1640.00 i i 
i en oes 340. 50 -1640.00 | Please return to Victoria Street Newz | 


Bread & Roses Bank Balance 


-417.62 11176.95 10033.22 


1027 Pandora Ave, Vic BC, V8V 3P6 Thanks! 


— lets ed 


